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=131 St. Sylvester R. C. Church
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY 11763
A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ.

February 25, 2018
2nd Sunday of Lent




We Celebrate!

Eucharist:
Weekends: Sat: 5pm  Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am & 11am Holy Days as announced
Weekdays: M, Tu, Th and Fr: Mass in the Parish Center @ 8:30am

Baptisms: Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday afternoons. Prior to making plans, call the
Parish Center for Baptism dates, for preparation class dates, and important information

regarding Godparents.
Reconciliation: Saturday at 12 noon or by appointment.

Confirmation: In the Fall for the youth of the parish. Adults and young adults can also be
confirmed at Pentecost. Please call the Faith Formation Office.

Marriage: Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm, Saturday @ 10:30am & 2:30pm. Arrangements must be
made one year prior to the requested date. Please be aware that all the Sacraments of
Initiation should have been celebrated prior to the requested wedding date and Pre-Cana
preparation is required. No plans should be made prior to meeting with a priest or deacon.

Anointing of the Sick: Every second Friday of the month @ 8:30am Mass for those needing
surgery, or serious medical treatment, or seeking spiritual healing,

We are here for you!
Pastoral Leadership Team

Rev. Thomas W. Coby, Pastor Michael Lofaro, Faith Formation Administrator
Deacon Joseph Mystkowski Frances McMahon, Faith Formation Director
Deacon George Riegger, Retired Justin McMahon, Parish Social Ministry Director
Deacon Frank Rivera Lori Zito, Stewardship Director

Theresa Ellner, Business Manager

Office Information
Parish Office: (631)475-4506 ext 101; Fax (631)475-1057 email: parishoffice@stsylvestetli.org
M, Tu, W ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 8:30pm; Th, Fri ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 5pm; Su ~ 9:30am - 12:30pm

Faith Formation Office: (631)475-4506 ext. 118  email: faithformation@stsylvestetli.org
Please call (631)475-45006 ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve youl!

Clare House: (631)475-4506; Fax (631)475-6058
M & W ~ 9:30am-12pm, 1pm-3:30pm  Wed Night~ 5:30pm-7:30pm Fr ~ 9:30am-11:30am

Thrift Shop: (631)475-4506
Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;  Sat ~ 10am - 1pm

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN

TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential
hotline number at 1-516-594-9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.

IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being —or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number: 1-800-342-3720

If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911.

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org



MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 24, 2018
5:00pm Toscano & Cesarino Families
Robert Fontana
William Buckley
Deacon Frank Rivera (Living)
John Ahrens (Living)
Vincent Esposito (Living)
Sunday, February 25, 2018

7:30am Winslow & Mary Williams
9:00am Manuel & Maria Fernandes
11:00am Michael Ugenti

Monday, February 26, 2018
8:30am For the People of St. Sylvester
Tuesday, February 27, 2018

8:30am Theresa Arena

Thursday, March 1, 2018

8:30am Arthur Pollaci

Friday, March 2, 2018

8:30am Madeleine Bouzier

Saturday, March 3, 2018

5:00pm William DeBono
Carmela Salemmo
Kenneth Hafner
Edward Mowat

Giuseppe Cesarino

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
2/26: Dn9:4-10 Ps 79:8-9, 11, 13
Lk 6:36-38
2/27:  1s1:10, 16-20 Ps 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23
Mt 23:1-12
2/28:  Jer 18:18-20 Ps 31:5-6, 14-16
Mt 20:17-28
3/1: Jer 17:5-10 Ps1:14, 6
Lk 16:19-31

3/2: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13, 17-28 Ps 105:16-21
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

3/3: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Ps 103:1-4, 9-12

We pray for all who are sick, especially . ..

Eva D’Amato, Robert Orlowski, Nina Caravana,
Martha 1ee, Winnie Mulderig, Catherine Hines, Bob
Prentiss, Jose Nunez, [essica Deck, Lanrie Saper, Rose
Masucct, Baby Bryanna Spencer, Pam Hinton, Pam
Filasky, Ken Terry, Brian Podlesny, Roger Chin-Sang,
Jenna Knoblanch, Sasha Medile, Theresa O’ Connor,
Baby Elliot Garay, Michael Goode, Iris Dell”alle, Nef
Nieves, Lonis Donisi, Joanne Clarke, Richard Gross,
Christopher Gebrig, Angelina Pagano, Ricky Langhorn,
Edward Rafferty, Michelle Clark, Barbara Bruzzo, Ann
Vidal, Lanra Mockler, Diane Ruiz, Margaret DiMasso,
Martha Benvenuto, Olivia Grace Deleo, Joel Rivera,
Miguel Durante, Rosemarie Pugliese, Diana Erickson,
Frank Cayea, Dorothy Birdsall, Jack Frey, Michael
Dolan , Baby Valentina Brescia, The Abano Family,
Iris DelV alle, Hilda Gonzalez, John Bennett, [ulian Atz

3/4: Ex 20:1-17 Ps 19:8-11
1 Cor 1:22-25 Jn 2:13-25
The Bread and Candles
used at this weekend'’s liturgies i
o are the gifts of i
(i1s) he Giaquinto & Valente Families i
in loving memory of i
Michael Ugenti -g-@?-

We pray for all who have died, especially . . .

Edward C. Mowat, Frank Silvestri,
Elizabeth Dodorico

Let’s Be Practical!

Due to the current flu epidemic, we will
not be offering Communion under the
Species of Bread and Wine. Until further
notice, we will offer Communion under
the Species of Bread only.

In addition, the Sign of Peace can be

offered with a nod of the head or a wave
of the hand.

are being implemented
to reduce the risk of
spreading the flu!




Faith Formation

Reminders

» Level 1 Parents and Children will meet next Saturday, March 3rd at 9am in the Parish Cen-
ter. Parents, please sign your child in and out of their classroom (not in the Parish Center
Lower Level as the calendar states) and then proceed to the East Wing for a presenta-
tion. Parents must remain in the building while their child is here! Please have your child
bring their folder, workbook and pencil.

e Home Taught children Levels 3 & 5 will meet Saturday, March 3rd from 10:30am to 12pm
in the Parish Center. Parents, please sign your child in & out of their classroom. Have
your child bring their folder, workbook and pencil.

e Home Taught children Level 4 will meet next Saturday, March 3 from 10:30am to 12pm at
the Clare House (Outreach), Parents, please sign your child in & out of the Clare House,
and you are encouraged to stay for the presentation.

Adults Seeking Confirmation

Were you baptized Catholic, received First Holy Communion, but for some
reason never celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation? Coming to

St. Sylvester on Tuesdays, beginning this week, February 27, 2018, is a
process for adults who would like to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion. For details, call Fran McMahon at 475-4506 ext 107.

RCIA is for those who. . .

e Have never been baptized and are interested in becoming Catholic.

e Are baptized non-Catholic but would like to become a member of the Catholic community.

e Are baptized Catholic but never received Communion and/or Confirmation.

e Are struggling with questions about life, death, suffering, hope, forgiveness, love, God . . .

e Are Catholic and would like to be a member of the Team and help by sharing your faith, being a
sponsor, or setting up hospitality.

If you would like more information, please speak with Fran at 475-4506 ext 107.

Are you sitting outside in your car or in the Parish Center ....
while your child or grandchild is in his/her Faith Formation Class?

Hall
If so, we invite you to think about serving the parish community by joining the Guardian
Hall Guardian Ministry Team as a Substitute Hall Guardian. - ?}'*’ P ;., 'f*
For more information, please call Terése in the Faith Formation Office: ﬁ E ‘ i
631-475-4506, ext. 118.




Stewardship

Gifts of Treasure

February 18, 2018
Regular ~ $7,963
Renovation ~ $100 Solar ~ $10
Faith Direct February Contributions

Regular ~ $9,419.34
Renovation ~ $1,108 Solar ~ $189

Reflection
Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his only
son, Isaac. St. Paul reminds us that God Him-
self “did not spare his own Son.” Are my gifts
to the Lord —of my resources, of my time, of
myself—also sacrificial?

Living Stewardship

We are grateful for all stewards who, through
self-examination, fasting and prayer, become
more conscious of their faith and its interaction
in daily life!

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY WELCOMES ALL

Are you someone who likes to be with people,
who knows the way to welcoming others often
begins with sharing a cup of coffee and a smile?
If so, you may want to consider sharing your
time and talents as part of our Hospitality
Ministry.

Our Hospitality Ministry usually gathers on the
second Sunday of each month to welcome our
parishioners by offering coffee, juice, bagels
and assorted other goodies after the 9am and
11am Masses, and also assists at important
parish functions like our annual Holiday Fair.

If you think you would like to be a part of this
warm and welcoming group of parishioners,
please contact Lori Zito at extension 115 or
email to Lzito@stsylvesterli.org.

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018

s must respond to the

mercy in our hearts

)y getting up and

ing mercy into action.”
-Pope Francis

Hands of
Christ’s Mercy

Please consider making a gift to
2018 Catholic Ministries App

Pledge Parish: St.

Signature of Donor:
Please Print:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Please drop in coll
the Parish




Parish Social Ministry

The goal of Parish Social Ministry is to engage
parishioners in social justice and outreach activities
that allow us to live out the Gospel call to serve
others and to build the Kingdom of God. Clare
House is a community space where we exchange
resources, offer assistance, and build relationships.

The Outreach Ministry at Clare House offers direct
service to community members facing difficulties of
all kinds. We strive to build authentic relationships
with every individual who walks through the door
and commit to journey in solidarity with them. We
offer assistance to alleviate immediate needs.
Clients receive access to: food pantry, thrift shop,
case management, advocacy, information and
referral, and other resources.

The Social Justice Ministry at Clare House works to
expand our understanding and application of
Catholic Social Justice through the use of praxis.
We employ the “See, Judge, Act” Method to
examine pressing social problems. By utilizing
education, advocacy, and community organizing we
put our faith in action to address structural issues
and eliminate systemic injustice. We feed the
hungry and ask why they are hungry. The Social
Justice Committee normally meets first Thursdays
at 7pm in Clare House. ALL ARE WELCOME!
PLEASE RSVP.

5

og
FAST

Lenten Food Drive

“From contemplative prayer, from a strong friendship with the
Lord, is born in us the capacity to live and carry forth the love of
God, [God’'s] mercy, and [God’s] tenderness toward others...
Prayer that doesn’t lead to concrete action toward our brothers
[and sisters] is a fruitless and incomplete prayer... Prayer and
action must always be profoundly united.”-Pope Francis

We invite you to pray and take action by carrying forth God’s love,
mercy, and tenderness to those in our community who are
struggling.

Please bring the following items to the church lobby on the
weekends of Lent leading up to Easter:

February 17 & 18 ~ breakfast foods
(hot & cold cereal, bottle juice, syrup, pancake mix, etc.)

February 24 & 25 ~ lunch foods
(peanut butter, jelly, juice, mac & cheese, soup, tuna, etc.)

March 3 & 4 ~ dinner foods

II welcome your calls, emails, and letters to express. (rice, jar sauce, canned veggies, beef stew, etc.)

feedback - positive or negative - on any aspect of our
PSM program. Dialogue is essential for clarification
of thought. Thank you to those of you who have
contacted me. | look forward to continuing the
conversation!

March 10 & 11 ~ snack foods
(granola bars, canned fruit, fruit snacks, chips, pretzels, etc.)

March 17 & 18 ~ toiletries

Constructive Feedback? hbrush h r ham
Justin McMahon, Director of Parish Social Ministry (toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo, etc.)

631-475-4506 x121 jmcmahon@stsylvesterli.org

March 24 & 25 ~ household cleaning supplies
(dish soap, laundry detergent, Lysol, Windex, Clorox wipes, etc.)

Contact Outreach Ministry:
631-475-4506 x122

clarehouse@stsylvesterli.org

*All_items should be placed in church lobby before mass. On
Monday morning volunteers will bring these items downstairs to
the church basement. Thank You!*

Contact Social Justice Ministry:
631-475-4506 press 5+2

jmcmahon@stsylvesterli.org




Parish Social Ministry
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£8
"THE CRISIS IN THE U.S. CHURCH
HAS ALMOST NOTHING TO DO
WITH BEING LIBERAL OR
CONSERVATIVERIT HAS
. EVERYTHING TODO.WITH GIVING

| UP.ON THE FAITH'AND DISCIPLINE
. OF OUR CHRISTIAN BAPTISM AND
. SETTLING FOR A COMMON,
GENERIC U.S. IDENTITY THAT IS
PART PATRIOTISM, PART
- CONSUMERISM, PART VIOLENCE,
AND PART AFFLUENCE.”

- WALTER BRUEGGEMANN




Parish Life

The Week Ahead
Sunday, February 25, 2018
Children’s Choir Rehearsal ~ 9:45am ~ WR
Children’s Liturgy at 11am Mass
Baptisms ~ 12:30pm ~ Church
Monday ~ February 26, 2018
Drawing Class ~ 10am ~ East Wing
Spanish Legion of Mary ~ 5:45pm ~ Room 4
Tuesday ~ February 27, 2018
Art Class ~ 9am ~ PDH
Legion of Mary ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8
Adult Confirmation ~ 7pm ~ East Wing
Wednesday ~ February 28, 2018
RCIA Inquiry ~ 7pm ~ East Wing
Thursday ~ March 1, 2018
Al-Anon ~ 9:45am ~ Room 2
Social Justice Meeting ~ 7pm ~ Clare House
Friday ~ March 2, 2018
Charismatic Prayer Group ~ 8pm ~ WR
Saturday, March 3, 2018
First Saturday Devotion ~ 9am ~ WR
Level 1 Classes ~ 9am ~ Parish Center
Home Taught Level 3 & 5 ~ 10:30am ~ PC
Home Taught Level 4 ~ 10:30am ~ Clare House

First aturday Devotion

Come join us for
song and prayer
as we pray the
# Rosary
o next Saturday, March 3 at 9am
in the Worship Room.

You can purchase Gift
Cards after Masses and
in the Parish Center for:
King Kullen, Meat Farms, ShopRite, and
Stop & Shop.

y Don’t

Forget

We also have available Gift Cards for:
Cheesecake Factory and Olive Garden.

Every time you purchase a gift card, our
parish receives 5% of the sale, at no extra
cost to you! Gift cards can be given as a

present or can be used by you!

DON’T GIVE UP

FOR LENT

This year, do something different. Join our parish for BEST LENT
EVER, a free email program from Dynamic Catholic that will help you
have a life-changing Lent. Each day, vou'll receive an email with . . .

Inspirational Videos
Practical Tips
Encouraging Stories

siaN UP AT DynamicCatholic.com/40Days

B® Pynamic Catholic




ed by the ChI‘ISt

A Lenten Presentatlon
in coﬂaboratlon W|th o
St. Anthony of Padua Parish-in Rocky Point

Sunday, March 4th at 4pm in St..Sylvester Church
Dir_écte}d by G_reg' Wil§o_n

The followers of Jesus reflect on His final days
tn word and song.
Travel with them as we see through thelr eyes Jesus’
Jowrney from Palm Sunday to Easter.

After this presentat'i'bn-, you are invited to a Lenten Supper
in Patricia Desmond Hall (Parish Center Lower Level)

“Living in community. is an essential expression of who we are.”
' CatholicSocialTeaching.org

In the spirit of community, please consider sharing salad, bread or dessert.

Please RSVP by February 26 by going fto:
www.stsylvesterli.org and click on Lenten Presentation/Supper

or call the parish office at 631-475-4506 ext 101




Community News

Good Friday Way of the Cross Pilgrimage ~ March 30, 9am—12 noon. Join Our Lady of the Snow
Parish in Blue Point & St. Lawrence the Martyr Parish in Sayville in the Way of the Cross Pilgrim-
age as we walk and pray the Stations of the Cross recalling significant moments in the story of the
Passion and Death of Jesus Christ, praying the Rosary, Divine Mercy and singing hymns. Meet 9am
at St. Lawrence the Martyr parking lot for registration, depart at 9:15, walk along Montauk Hwy
with police escort to Our Lady of the Snow, arrive by 12 noon to attend Stations of the Cross. Free
bus ride back to St. Lawrence the Martyr provided by DBA Transportation Inc.

Getting Ready For Holy Week ~ a Retreat Day with Fr. Hugh Gillespie at Our Lady of the Island
Shrine in Manorville, Saturday, March 3rd. Rosary at 10am, 11:30am Mass, 1:3pm Conference and
3pm Prayer. Call 631-325-0661 for more information.

The Town of Brookhaven Youth Bureau and Suffolk Community College ~ a FREE seminar for
parents and students looking to enroll in college, March 8th at 6:30pm, Brookhaven Town Hall in
Farmingville. Advisors from Suffolk Community College will discuss the application process, finan-
cial aid opportunities and available scholarships. RSVP to 631-451-8011.

International Women’s Day: Prominent Women in Scripture ~ “Can you hear ME now?”
Recognize how God uses everything in our lives to call us deeper into relationship as we journey
through the experiences of four prominent women in scripture: Mary, Martha, Miriam and Anna.
The discernment of their life’s struggles, provide graced of God’s desire. Can their faith journey
provide us with the confidence to say “Yes” to God’s requests? Presented by Joan McGovern at the
Cenacle’s Maude Adams House, Thursday, March 8, 10am —1:30pm. Offering is $35 and includes
lunch. RSVP 631-588-8366.

Holy Angels Regional School in Patchogue ~ Open Registration ~ Holy Angels offers Pre-K through
8th grade. Give your children the advantage that lasts a lifetime! Schedule a tour today. Call the
Main Office at 631-475-0422 or email the principal, Mr. Connell mconnell@holyangelsregional.org.

Boy Scout Day of Recollection ~ Saturday, March 3rd, 8:30am —3pm at the Seminary of the Im-
maculate Conception in Huntington. This special day of prayer and reflection will fulfill the Retreat
Day requirement for the Ad Altare Dei Religious Emblem. For more information call the Catholic
Scouting Office at 516-678-5800, ext 245.

Montfort Lenten Retreat ~ Friday, March 23 —Sunday, March 25 at the Montfort Retreat Center in
Bay Shore led by Fr. Hugh Gillespie, SMM. Silent Retreat— “Let Us Consider Gentle Jesus In His
Dying”. $175 per person. Registration and payment is due by March 16th. Call 631-666-7500.

St. Dominic High School SAT Prep —for the May 5th exam. Classes are 9am—11:30am: March 3, 10,
17,24 and April 14 & 28. Fee is $250 which includes textbook. For more information, call Mrs.
Stutzmann at 516-922-4888, ext 5241.



ASSISTED LIVING
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